
Reading 
Merit Badge Workbook 

This workbook can help you but you still need to read the merit badge pamphlet. 

This Workbook can help you organize your thoughts as you prepare to meet with your merit badge counselor.  
You still must satisfy your counselor that you can demonstrate each skill and have learned the information.  

You should use the work space provided for each requirement to keep track of which requirements have been completed,  
and to make notes for discussing the item with your counselor, not for providing full and complete answers.  

If a requirement says that you must take an action using words such as "discuss", "show",  
"tell", "explain", "demonstrate", "identify", etc, that is what you must do.  

Merit Badge Counselors may not require the use of this or any similar workbooks.

  No one may add or subtract from the official requirements found in Scouts BSA Requirements (Pub.  33216 – SKU 653801). 

The requirements were last issued or revised in 2020     •     This workbook was updated in June 2020. 

Scout’s Name: __________________________________________  Unit: __________________________________________  

Counselor’s Name: ____________________  Phone No.: _______________________  Email:  _________________________  

Workbook © Copyright 2020 - U.S. Scouting Service Project, Inc. - All Rights Reserved 
Requirements © Copyright, Boy Scouts of America (Used with permission.) 

This workbook may be reproduced and used locally by Scouts and Scouters for purposes consistent with the programs of the 
Boy Scouts of America (BSA), the World Organization of the Scout Movement (WOSM) or other Scouting and Guiding Organizations.  

However it may NOT be used or reproduced for electronic redistribution or for commercial or other non-Scouting  
purposes without the express permission of the U. S. Scouting Service Project, Inc. (USSSP). 

http://www.USScouts.Org     •     http://www.MeritBadge.Org

Please submit errors, omissions, comments or suggestions about this workbook to: Workbooks@USScouts.Org
Comments or suggestions for changes to the requirements for the merit badge should be sent to: Merit.Badge@Scouting.Org

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1. Do EACH of the following: 

 a. Take a tour of a library.  

  Discuss with your counselor how the library is organized and what resources and/or services are offered in the 
library. 

 b. Learn how to search a library’s card catalog or computerized catalog by author, title, and subject. 

 c. In a library, search the card catalog or computerized catalog for six books of four different types, such as poetry, 
fiction, nonfiction, and biographies. 

 Type Title Author 

1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  

6.  
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 d. With the assistance of your merit badge counselor or the librarian, see if you can locate on the shelves the six books 
you selected.

2. Do EACH of the following: 

 a. Identify a book you have enjoyed.  

Title:  Author  

 Find out what other books the author has written.

 b. Look at one or more “best books” lists. These can be based on year, subject, or even all time. Identify at least one 
book you would like to read.

Title:  Author  

3. Read four different types of books, such as poetry, fiction, nonfiction, or biographies. 

 Type Title Author 

1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

Do any ONE of the following for each book you have read: 

 a. Write a review of the book. Include what you liked/didn’t like about the book. Include if you would recommend this 
book, and if so, who might enjoy reading it. 

 b. Watch a movie based on the book. What was the same between the book and movie? What was different? Which 
did you enjoy more? Discuss this with your merit badge counselor. 

 c. Give a “book talk” to your class, troop, or patrol 

 Book 1: 

 Book 2: 



Reading Scout's Name: ________________________ 

Reading - Merit Badge Workbook Page 3 of 4

 Book 3: 

 Book 4: 

4. Read a nonfiction book or magazine that teaches you how to do something like cooking, wood-building projects, video game 
design, science experiments, knot-tying, etc. 

Subject Title Author 

 With your counselor’s and parent’s or guardian’s permission, complete a project from the book.  

 Share your experience with your merit badge counselor. Reading a merit badge pamphlet will not count toward completing this 
requirement. 
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5. Read about the world around you from any two sources: books, magazines, newspapers, the internet (with your parent’s or 
guardian’s permission), field manuals, etc. Topics may include Scouting, sports, environmental problems, politics, social issues, 
current events, nature, religion, etc.  

 Source Topic 

1.  

2.  

 Discuss what you have learned with your counselor. 

6.  With your counselor's and parent's or guardian's permission, choose ONE of the following activities and devote at least four hours 
of service to that activity. Discuss your participation with your counselor. 

 a. Read to a sick, blind, or homebound person in a hospital or in an extended-care facility  

 b. Perform volunteer work at your school library or a public library. 

 c. Read stories to younger children, in a group or individually. 

 d. Organize a book swap in your troop, school, or place of worship. 

 e. Organize a book drive to collect books. Donate them to an organization in need. 

When working on merit badges, Scouts and Scouters should be aware of some vital information in the current edition of 
the Guide to Advancement (BSA publication 33088).Important excerpts from that publication can be downloaded from 

http://usscouts.org/advance/docs/GTA-Excerpts-meritbadges.pdf. 
You can download a complete copy of the Guide to Advancement from http://www.scouting.org/filestore/pdf/33088.pdf.
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